EDITORIAL
We have just completed one of the happiest and most successful years both from an editorial and a scientific standpoint, and must take a moment from our busy lives to give thanks to all the medical, editorial, administrative and production personnel for their important contributions.
The past year has been one of considerable introspection, retrospection, and research into how the ANNALS can better carry out its mission of keeping practitioners and scientists of otolaryngology and its allied fields the best informed readers in the world. Reader polls and close consultation with the members of our boards have been carried out. One result of this activity is the development and expansion of clinical reports and reviews in areas of interest particularly to our young practitioners and residents. As this emerges, we welcome the response and advice of our readers in this and any other area of mutual interest. We shall continue to search for means of making the ANNALS interesting to practitioners, investigators and students while attempting to maintain a balance between clinical and research papers. Fortunately, the ANNALS continues to be supplied with an abundance of good papers from all over the world and their authors receive an impressive number of requests for reprints.
After many years of consideration we have finally instituted a plan for rotating Editorial and Review Boards for the ANNALS. This will be introduced slowly over a period of months with the objective of establishing smaller but more active Boards. It has been of much concern to us in the past that we have received the help and cooperation of a large number of individuals, but because of our previous appointment tenures we have been able to give proper recognition to only a few. We hope that we can correct this in the future.
One of the most perplexing problems confronting all publishers is the new copyright law which took effect on January 1, 1978. It is a complex unsatisfactory compromise of a large number of problems which have plagued publishers, librarians, teachers and many others. The ANNALS is interested in disseminating scientific information and is not desirous of restricting the use of its published material. It is obvious, however, that we cannot function without some protection against those who would misuse or make profit from the material which we edit, print and distribute at great expense. We therefore ask our essayists to bear with us as we attempt to resolve these problems.
Our plan for providing the Supplements as a vehicle for distributing excessively long and complicated papers without cost to our subscribers has continued to bring us many kudos and much pleasure. Essayists from all over the world who have submitted Supplements have provided us challenges and problems, most of which we have been able to resolve. We anticipate another excellent series of Supplements in 1978.
There seems to be evidence in our country today of a restatement of those moral and ethical standards which made this country the great leader that it is. With the ongoing negotiations in the Middle East as we go to press, perhaps we are on the threshold of a new era of peace which will allow the countries of the world to cooperate in bringing about a better world for all of us. Let us pray and hope for enlightenment, understanding and love for all people as we attempt to cope with our problems in 1978.
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